
History of  CenterPoint Church 

CenterPoint Church was originally founded as Faith Tabernacle Church, a non-denominational church that 
has been committed to serving the greater Flint Community for over 75 years. The church was founded as a 
Pentecostal Church of  God in 1945 by Rev. Edgar Wilson. The church was originally on Laverne and Hoff  Street 
on Flint’s eastside. Rev. Walter Mason Bernard served as the second Pastor until 1952 when C.L. Thacker 
suggested that Berniece Matejcek serve as interim pastor until they could find a man to take her place. As she puts 
it, “A man finally came 38 years later.”  

Rev. Edgar Wilson Rev. Bernard Rev. C.L.  

Pastor Berniece Matejcek 

Pastor Berniece Matejcek was born November 1, 1922 in Hardin County, OH, to 
parents Paris and Ella (Joseph) Patrick. Berniece graduated from Harold Auglaize High 
School in 1939 and attended Northwest Business College in Lima, OH. She took audit 
classes from the Owosso Bible College and attended the Flint branch of  Toledo Bible 
College. She became an ordained minister in 1943, at the age of  21, in a time when 
women in ministry were not always welcome.  

Berniece served as an Evangelist for four years with the Pentecostal Church of  
God, Joplin, MO. She traveled with her dear friend and co-minister, Helen 
Praschan. She also served as the Pentecostal Young People Association President 
for the Great Lakes District from 1947 to 1951, traveling the States of  Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana and Northern Illinois. She played her guitar, sang and preached the 
gospel of  Christ with wholehearted passion. 

Helen and Berniece 
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She married Joseph Matejcek February 9, 1951 in Ann Arbor, MI. Joe 
passed away May 22, 1989. He worked for General Motors and support-
ed his wife’s ministry. Joe and Berniece had a son, David. David often 
said that he grew up in a pew. He was the church organist for a long 
time and played keyboards and guitar as well. He and his wife, Donna, 
led worship, served as Life Group leaders and taught various groups in 
our Wednesday Family Night services and Sunday morning adult groups. 
David also served as an Elder.  

Berneice served diligently from June 15, 1952 to June 15, 1990. She was a 
visionary and believed that if  God said it, then He will do it. She had a 
radio program for over 25 years that was on air 5 days a week. She would 
play her guitar, sing and preach. She went out into the surrounding 
neighborhood by the church and knocked on every door and invited people 
to listen to her program and come to church. 

The church had six members when Berniece arrived, but the Lord started 
adding to the group through her inspirational leadership and diligent 
effort. Four building programs later, the church built on its current site.  

Berniece shared the following story: 

“I believed that the Lord had shown me the parcel 
of  land that the church currently is built on. It was 
an open field. We made an appeal to the City of 
Burton a couple of  times to get permission to 
build a church there. They turned down our request. 
After prayer one day, I heard the Lord say to offer a 
strip of  land in the front part of  the property on 
Center Road to be used as commercial land that can 
be a part of  their tax role. I knew nothing about 
business or what had hindered our approval. 
However, when I offered the strip of  land, the City 
Fathers approved it.” 

The church began in a small white frame building, and then built a basement church next to it. A significant 
moment came when the congregation saw the decorative palms on the platform sway without any breeze that 
they interpreted as a physical manisfestation of  the moving of  the Spirit. They then 
added a sanctuary on that basement. After that, a new sanctuary was built 
where the original building stood. In 1981, to accommodate the church’s 
growing congregation, FTC moved into the current facility on the border of  
Burton and Flint.  

Berniece’s vision was to have a school and the building was designed to ac-
commodate one. In 1988 the church founded Faithway Christian Academy 
(now CenterPoint Christian Academy). The school has since grown to 100 
students enrolled from kindergarten to 12th grade. The church also hosts a 
day care center, CenterPoint Child Care. In 1997, the church added a 
Children’s and Youth Ministry Center to help facili-tate dynamic 
programming for our younger brothers and sisters. 

Pastor Berniece passed away at the age of  94 on May 18, 2017. 
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Pastor Richie Thomas 1990-1999  

Pastor Richie Thomas is a graduate of  Southern Bible College of  
Houston, Texas. Richie was ordained in 1971 in the Pentecostal Church 
of  God in America based in Joplin, MO while serving as the Indiana 
State Youth Director. He had previously served at various 
denominational and independent churches in the U.S. He first served at 
the 1st Pentecostal Church of  God in Danville, Indiana, and then as 
campus chaplain and Bible teacher at Southern Bible College and as 
pastor of  New Covenant Assembly in Houston, Texas. He served for the 
next 10 years as pastor of  Calvary Temple Church in Lawrence, Kansas, 
seeing the church grow from 30 to over 300 members during his tenure 
there. He served as Senior Pastor at Faith Tabernacle (now CenterPoint 
Church) from 1990-1999 and led the church in remarkable growth. Pastor 
Richie and his wife of  50 years, Reba, currently pastor at Victory 
Fellowship Church, Fulton, MO 

3 



Bruce M. Garner (1999-2020) 

Bruce came to faith in Christ while working in New Zealand trying to re-invent himself. He states that Jesus did 
the re-inventing. He and his wife, Sharon were married on July 30th, 1977. They have two married daughters, 
Kelly and Haylee and have three delightful grandchildren. Bruce likes to ride his trail bike and has recently taken 
up running 5K races where he consistently places near the last in his age group. 

Bruce joined the staff  at Faith Tabernacle (now CenterPoint Church) on March 1, 1979. He came on board as 
the Youth Pastor, but was given a variety of  responsibilities during this time such as setting up and tearing down 
for events and groups, some light maintenance and janitorial work, opening and closing the building every day, 
and the responsibility to call on all guests. He led the nursery ministry for a time and did children’s ministry as 
needed. His job was to do whatever no one else was doing. 

Over the years he has served as the church administrator, oversaw the church building programs, set up a unified 
bookkeeping program for all of  the ministry departments, and helped computerize the church business and 
ministry projects. He also led Bible studies, developing material as well as using other studies. He wrote the 
Christian Foundation curriculum that has evolved into our current Step In and Next Step curriculum. 

Bruce developed and cast the vision for Life Groups led by church members in their homes to help create 
Spirit-formed relationships and meet the needs of  individuals through body ministry. 

Bruce graduated from the University of  Michigan with a degree in Chemistry and holds a MDiv and a 
DMin from Kings University in South Lake, Texas.  

Newly weds...1977. 

Pastor Bruce and Sharon Garner celebrating 
30 years of  ministry at FTC, 3-1-99 
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Current Senior Pastor: Nathan “Kyle” Bailey 

Kyle grew up in Tallahassee Florida and was called into ministry at the age of  19 after radically encountering 
Jesus. Before his calling in to ministry Kyle was involved in a lifestyle of  drugs and crime and says that before his 
transformation that he was “headed to either prison or the grave at an early age.” Kyle is married to his wife Amanda who 
serves as Worship Pastor and they have 4 boys, Wallace, Jesse, Kolby, and Lyndon.  

Pastor Kyle began his ministry at Lifeway Community Church in Tallahassee Florida where he served as Youth 
Pastor. He also began to teach seminary classes in Tallahassee at Covenant Bible College and Seminary (now 
located in Hudson, FL). In late 2012 Pastor Kyle and Amanda relocated to Vero Beach Florida to launch New 
Covenant Bible College. During his time in Vero Beach Kyle served as the Associate Pastor at Freedom Church 
and grew the Bible College to train over 100 students to follow God’s call into the ministry.  

In late 2019 Pastor Kyle and Amanda began to sense a prompting from the Lord about transitioning to a new 
ministry. While leading a tour of  Pastors and students to Israel in January of  2020 Pastor Kyle received a vision 
from the Lord about his next ministry. In Shiloh, Israel where the Tabernacle of  God stood for 369 years Pastor 
Kyle received the vision for God’s church to be “a Center-Point of  God’s Presence and Power for All Nations.”  

Upon returning to the U.S. in late January Pastor Kyle became involved with the search process to become the 
next Senior Pastor of  Faith Tabernacle Church. Of  the 412 individuals that responded to the opening Pastor Kyle 
was selected by the transition team to lead Faith Tabernacle into the future. In concert with the vision that Pastor 
Kyle received in Shiloh, the new name “CenterPoint Church” was chosen by unanimous approval of  both the 
Council of  Elders and the Board of  Trustee as well as a 96.3% vote of  affirmation by the church membership. 
Pastor Kyle says, “The future is bright, we will honor our history and move forward into our prophetic destiny as a church.”  
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